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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1-7, 1 1-15, 26-28, 30*36 and 40-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Miller et al. (US Patent No. 5,475,819) in view of Jones et al. (US Patent No. 
6,199,098). 

Regarding claim 1, Miller discloses a computer-based method for displaying the status of 
networked resources (see col. 2, lines 15-43), that includes a plurality of resource profiles and a 
plurality of dependency relationships among resource profiles in the plurality of resource 
profiles, where the resource profiles represent networked resources (see col. 3, lines 1-67); 
however, Miller fails to explicitly teach including rendering in a fishbone layout a hierarchy. 
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Jones teaches including rendering in a fishbone layout a hierarchy (see col. 3, lines 18- 
59). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Miller 
and Jones before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the displaying status 
3network resource profile of Miller to include the network resource layout hierarchy display, as 
taught by Jones. One would have been motivated to make such a combination in order to 
rendering a visual representation of the status of the monitored network resource profile, and an 
interactive display shows hierarchy network profile resources monitored by network monitoring 
software. 

Regarding claim 2, Miller discloses acquiring a status of a monitored resource having a 
monitored resource profile in the fishbone layout, and updating the fishbone layout to reflect the 
status (see col. 4, lines 35-67 and figures 1-3). 

Regarding claims 3 and 32, Miller discloses wherein acquiring a status includes 
repeatedly acquiring the status at regular intervals (see col. 5, lines 20-51). 

Regarding claims 4 and 33, Miller discloses wherein repeatedly acquiring the status 
includes acquiring information about properties of the monitored resource that have changed in a 
most recent interval among the regular intervals (see col. 6, lines 4-49). 

Regarding claims 5 and 34, Jones discloses wherein the monitored resource profile 
includes a propagation rule for how the acquired status should propagate to dependent resource 
profiles in consumer dependency relationships with the monitored resource profile; and wherein 
updating the fishbone layout includes updating the rendering of the dependent resource profiles 
(see col. 4, lines 18-60). One would have been motivated to make such a combination in order to 
rendering a visual representation of the status of the monitored network resource profile, and an 
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interactive display shows hierarchy network profile resources monitored by network monitoring 
software. 

Regarding claims 6 and 35, Jones discloses wherein the rendering first displays the 
fishbone layout in a display panel, using a first density mode of the fishbone layout; and further 
including replacing the first density mode with a second density mode (see col. 4, lines 37-67). 

Regarding claims 7 and 36, Jones discloses wherein the replacing is in response to a 
change in the ratio of members of the fishbone layout to a size of the display panel (see col. 5, 
lines 32-57). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 40, Jones discloses wherein the second density mode of the 
fishbone layout is a dense mode that renders a tier-two resource profile as a parallelogram (see 
figures 1A-2). 

Regarding claims 12 and 41, Jones discloses farther including presenting a summary 
dialog that describes a component of the fishbone layout in response to a sustained mouseover 
(see figures 1E-2). 

Regarding claims 13 and 42, Jones discloses displaying a context menu for a component 
of the fishbone layout in response to a right-click on the component, the context menu including 
a drill-down list offering procedures to invoke on the component (see col. 8, lines 14-67). 

Regarding claims 14 and 43, Jones discloses wherein the context menu is customized to 
the component (see figures 1 A- IE). 

Regarding claims 15 and 44, Jones discloses wherein a procedure in the drill-down list 
invokes, in response to a selection by the user, a report in a network analysis tool (see col. 9, 
lines 25-67). 
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Claim 26 differs from claim 1 in that "acquiring a logical hierarchy that includes a 
plurality of resource profiles and a plurality of dependency relationships among resource profiles 
in the plurality of resource profiles, where the resource profiles represent networked resources; 
deriving a visual hierarchy from the logical hierarchy, components of the visual hierarchy 
corresponding to components of the logical hierarchy" as recited in Miller; see col. 7, lines 13- 
67. 

Regarding claims 27 and 28, Miller discloses wherein the visual hierarchy is a directed 
tree (see figures 1-3). 

Claims 30 and 48 differ from claims 1 and 26 in that "including rendering in a snowflake 
layout a plurality of fishbone layouts that each feature a hierarchy with a plurality of resource 
profiles and a plurality of dependency relationships among resource profiles in the plurality of 
resource profiles", as recited in Miller; see col. 10, lines 28-67. 

Regarding claims 31 and 47, Miller discloses acquiring a status of a monitored resource, 
and updating a monitored resource profile of the monitored resource in the snowflake layout to 
reflect the acquired status (see col. 9, lines 10-49). 

Regarding claim 45, Jones discloses wherein a procedure in the drill-down list causes a 
re-rendering of the fishbone layout in response to a selection by the user, and wherein the 
fishbone layout has a root, and the component becomes the root of the fishbone layout (see col. 
7, lines 7-27). One would have been motivated to make such a combination in order to rendering 
a visual representation of the status of the monitored network resource profile, and an interactive 
display shows hierarchy network profile resources monitored by network monitoring software. 
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Regarding claim 46, Jones discloses wherein a procedure in the drill-down list opens, in 
response to a selection by the user, a new display panel having a fishbone layout, the fishbone 
layout having a root and using the component as the root (see figures 1 A-2). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 19-25 and 29 are allowed over the prior arts of record. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Applicant has claimed uniquely distinct features in the instant invention which are not found in 
the prior art either singularly or in combination of a method providing a hierarchy including a 
root resource profile and a plurality of dependent resource profiles in dependency relationships 
with the root resource profile, such that a minimal path from each dependent resource profile to 
the root resource profile, the path including a sequence of dependency relationships, has a path 
length corresponding to a tier in the hierarchy for each such dependent resource profile, and 
where the resource profiles represent networked resources; acquiring a status of a monitored 
resource profile, the monitored resource profile either being the root resource profile or being in 
the plurality of dependent resource profiles; associating the status with a severity; and rendering 
the hierarchy in a fishbone layout, including rendering the monitored resource profile with a 
visual trait indicating the severity. 

Claims 8-10, 16-18 and 37-39 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure (see PTO-892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cao (Kevin) Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)272-4053. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571)272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Cao (Kevin) Ng uyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2173 
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